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2019



TravelLocal is bringing 
the ‘buy local’ movement 
to the travel industry.
We help you to create holidays your way, with carefully selected 
local experts in your destination. Our experts know where you’re 
going better than anyone. They craft unforgettable trips that are 
unique to you - from Argentina to Zanzibar and everywhere in-
between - combining your ideas with their local knowledge to bring 
the world to life. This means you get a better, more authentic holiday 
experience and they get a fairer deal. And for peace of mind, we are 
members of ABTA and ATOL, and your booking is 100% financially 
protected.

With the help of our local experts, we have put together this 
selective guide to where to go in 2019 for those people who are 
looking for the best experiences to be had over the coming year. 
For each month of 2019, we have selected a destination because 
something special is happening there. 

Read on to discover where the next year will take you...

travellocal.com

https://www.travellocal.com/
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Russia at 
Christmas time
7th January 2019

January

7th January 2019

Russia at 
Christmas time



If you can’t get enough of the Christmas spirit, 
Russia is the place to be. Celebrate elsewhere 
on the 25th December, then head east to enjoy 
the magical wintry atmosphere that permeates 
the nation. Moscow and St Petersburg are 
particularly impressive cities to head for during 
the winter, with their opulent palaces and 
churches radiating the Christmas spirit. Snowy 
streets are garlanded with brilliant lights, 
shops are bursting with treats and parks are 
transformed into skating rinks. The countryside 
is blanketed with snow and invites excitement 
and action, like dog sled rides and tobogganing, 
while true winter adventurers won’t be able 
to resist the iconic Trans Siberian Railway.  

J ump inside a real life Christmas card 
when you spend the festive season in 
Russia. Twinkling lights adorn grand 

facades and the famous city squares host huge 
Christmas Trees, known in Russia as New Year 
Trees. Christmas is not the most significant 
winter celebration in Russia - that honour falls 
to New Year’s Eve, a throwback to the days 
of the Soviet Union when religious festivals 
were not really celebrated. The New Year 
festivities, therefore, are a big deal in Russia 
with lots of gatherings of friends and family, 
plenty of feasting and gift giving. Christmas 
falls later in the month on 7th January and is 
a slightly quieter, more family oriented affair.

Russia at Christmas time
J A N U A R Y

Plan your trip

Moscow, Russia

Low season (fewer tourists and better prices) but 
still a popular time with locals

-10°C average

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/explorussia-christmas-tour-to-russia


Sapporo Snow 
Festival, Japan
5th - 11th February 2019

February



them. The city is used to being icebound for 
several months of the year, so there is a network 
of underground walkways and shopping 
centres to make getting around even simpler. 

Japan in winter offers a huge variety of activities 
beyond the famous Sapporo Snow Festival. 
Snow sports are a definite highlight and there 
are plenty of mountain resorts scattered 
throughout the north of the country in particular, 
from mega resorts with snow parks and off piste 
action to small and intimate resorts with just a 
few runs. Take some time out to soak in one 
of Japan’s many onsen, or hot springs, which 
are achingly romantic among the snowbound 
landscapes of winter. Another bonus of visiting 
Japan during the coldest months is the lower 
footfall. Outside of major festivals many of 
Japan’s top sights are quiet and calm, and 
cities can be explored without the crowds.

T he ultimate destination for fans of 
ice sculpting, the Sapporo Snow 
Festival puts on an incredible show 

every February. Wander among life-sized 
landmarks from around the world all carved 
out of the ice, and explore the artistic creations 
of the world’s best ice sculptors. This is one of 
Japan’s most celebrated winter festivals and 
visitors come from all over the country and 
beyond to take part, so you are guaranteed a 
festive atmosphere. There are all sorts of great 
attractions alongside the sculptures, such as a 
fun snow park with ice slides, pop up ice bars, 
souvenir stands, shows, ice sculpting workshops 
and loads of street food. The sculptures are 
illuminated from dusk until late, so don’t miss 
the chance for an evening wandering among 

Sapporo Snow 
Festival, Japan

F E B R U A R Y

Plan your trip
High season at festival

Low season in general

-3°C average

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

Ice palace

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/oku-japan-experience-winter-in-japan


March Navruz, 
Uzbekistan
21st March 2019



dancing, singing and much merriment as 
the sumalak gradually cooks. The festivities 
often feature special holiday bazaars, horse 
races and other sports tournaments, too. 

March is a great time to tour Uzbekistan and 
the Silk Road as it is the beginning of spring 
when daytime temperatures are nudging higher 
and the desert nation awakens after the chill 
of winter. Other than local Navruz festivities, 
March is not a busy month for overseas visitors, 
so sights such as the exquisite Registan in 
Samarkand are still peaceful and crowd free. 
Make sure you include atmospheric Bukhara 
and Khiva in your plans, both glorious historic 
Silk Route towns, and the perfect places 
to experience legendary Uzbek hospitality 
and find out more about the long tradition 
of handicrafts in this beautiful country.

O ne of the biggest festivals of the 
Uzbek calendar takes place on the 
spring equinox each year. Navruz 

marks the new year, and it’s traditionally 
seen as a time of renewal and rebirth as 
well as an opportunity to bring good luck for 
the following year. The celebrations revolve 
around family, food and nature at a time when 
spring is beginning to burst forth with new 
blooms, and the theory states that those who 
celebrate with the most gusto will have the 
best harvest. The celebration dish for Navruz 
in Uzbekistan is Sumalak, a pudding made 
of sprouted wheat grains which is cooked 
slowly over 24 hours in large cauldrons. It 
needs constant stirring and so the ritual is a 
real community event featuring storytelling, 

Navruz, 
Uzbekistan

M A R C H

Plan your trip

Uzbekistan

Low season (fewer tourists and better prices)

Early spring

14°C average

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/icts-adventure-and-crafts-in-uzbekistan


Maipo wine 
harvest 
celebrations 
in Chile
7th - 8th April 2019

April



traditional music and dancing take centre 
stage as well as the all important Maipo wines.

Maipo Valley enjoys a really great location 
within reach of some of Chile’s biggest 
draws, including the vibrant, progressive and 
cultured capital of Santiago - home to plenty 
of museums, galleries, shops and eateries. 
Foodies mustn’t miss the gourmet delight of 
the Mercado Central, or the convivial vibe of 
the Bellavista neighbourhood for good dining 
options. Valparaiso’s colour-filled hillsides and 
breezy coastal appeal are within reach, and the 
central Andes are also accessible. If you want 
to take in the drama of the Atacama Desert or 
the wild beauty and pristine environment of 
Chilean Patagonia you will need to put in some 
hours of travel, though this is well worth the 
effort. Despite the distances involved, exploring 
Chile from top to toe is mind-blowingly varied 
and beautiful, bringing stunning landscapes 
and extremes of climate into sharp focus.

R aise a glass to the vendimia, or ‘grape 
harvest’, celebrated in style at Isla de 
Maipo’s annual festival marking one of 

the most important times of the year for Chilean 
wine producers. The Maipo Valley, one of Chile’s 
oldest and most extensive wine regions, is just 
a short hop from Santiago. Every year in early 
April the town lets its hair down with a great 
festival where the piazza is transformed into 
an open air party venue. Meat sizzles over 
hot coals alongside cobs of fresh corn, local 
specialities such as honey and cheese are on 
sale, and of course there is plenty of local wine to 
sample and buy, and you can even get barefoot 
and have a go at crushing the grapes the old 
fashioned way if you like. Into the evening 

Maipo wine harvest 
celebrations in Chile

A P R I L

Plan your trip

Shoulder season (still a great time with slightly fewer 
tourists and better prices)

Warm and dry

24°C average

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

Grape growing in Chile

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/say-hueque-wine-tour-santiago-de-chile-mendoza-buenos-aires


Saint Louis 
Jazz Festival 
in Senegal
2019 dates TBC - usually early May

May



corners of the globe - and the town buzzes 
with a tangible energy during festival week. 
Senegal is a nation where music is a hugely 
important part of daily life - where better to 
soak up some fantastic jazz on your next trip?

There’s plenty more to pack in to a Senegal 
adventure, too. To stick to the musical theme, 
explore the Mbalax scene in Dakar, a city 
that runs on rhythm where you can hear 
the dedication to the beat just by strolling 
along the streets. The capital also offers 
lively markets, infectiously upbeat nightlife 
and a great coastal location with good day 
trip options. Birdwatching is also popular 
in Senegal, and a trip by traditional pirogue 
around the wetlands and estuaries of the Ile 
des Oiseaux or the Sine Saloum Delta is the 
perfect place to spot a plethora of species.

B ringing together prominent jazz artists 
from all over the world, Saint Louis Jazz 
Festival is Africa’s most important jazz 

event, and takes place across five exciting days 
of concerts in the atmospheric city of Saint Louis 
in Senegal’s far north. With the tagline ‘Music 
without Borders,’ the festival was inaugurated 
in 1992 in order to create a platform for diverse 
artists and to encourage the spotlight to fall on 
Saint Louis, highlighting its cultural heritage 
and tradition for artistic flair. The festival 
has an excellent reputation internationally 
- attracting artists and audiences from all 

Saint Louis Jazz 
Festival in Senegal

M AY

Plan your trip

Dakar, Senegal

Shoulder season (still a great time to travel but with 
slightly fewer tourists and better prices) 

28°C in daytime

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/diallo-tours-step-into-senegal


Sheep shearing 
in Armenia
Date announced later in 2019

June



of local wool crafts available, as well as regional 
food and drink to try. Entertainment includes 
tightrope walking, weaving demonstrations, 
shearing masterclasses and folk dancing.

Get further insight into Armenia’s culture during 
your time in Syunik by visiting the famous 
Tatev monastery complex, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site dating back more than 1,000 
years which can be reached in style by riding 
the Tatev Ropeway cable car with bird’s-eye 
views of the surrounding landscapes. The lively 
capital, Yerevan, also deserves your time for 
strolling, dining, and admiring the wonderful 
churches in the world’s oldest Christian nation. 
Wild and wonderful hikes await in the hills, 
and the wine is gaining appreciative fans 
worldwide which merits its excellent reputation.

T ucked into Armenia’s far southwestern 
corner is the region of Syunik, a land of 
mountains, farms, rivers and far-flung 

churches. Since 2014 the village of Khot has 
hosted the annual Sheep Shearing Festival 
in the month of June to bring together the 
scattered communities of the area and celebrate 
their cultural heritage. This is an unusual and 
intriguing event which honours the long held 
tradition of shearing the flock at the start of the 
summer, first to obtain the wool, and second to 
allow the sheep to stay cool through the heat 
of summer. The festival revolves around the 
three rounds of the sheep shearing competition, 
where competitors from various regions of 
Armenia compete to crown the champion 
shearer for speed and accuracy. There are plenty 

Sheep shearing 
in Armenia

J U N E

Plan your trip

Shoulder season (still a great time to travel but with 
slightly fewer tourists and better prices) 

25°C average reaching up to 30°C at midday

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

Eurasia, Caucasus region, Armenia

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/armenian-travel-bureau-mountains-and-monasteries


July Whale 
watching in 
Costa Rica
Season starts in late July



spy hopping and generally larking about in the 
waves. Whales are present along much of the 
Pacific coast, but one of the best destinations 
in Costa Rica for whale watching is Uvita. It 
enjoys lower footfall than some other areas 
and offers great opportunities for spotting 
whales, especially as this swathe of ocean is 
protected by the Marino Ballena National Park.

The rest of Costa Rica is no less impressive for 
wildlife enthusiasts, and its various habitats and 
ecosystems are a real life Noah’s Ark. There are 
cloud forest reserves in the highlands teeming 
with a huge density of species including birds, 
butterflies, amphibians, reptiles, primates, 
insects and plants. Then there are several 
coastal reserves on both shores which protect 
a variety of habitats, notably the beaches of the 
Caribbean coast at Tortuguero where numerous 
species of marine turtles come ashore to lay 
eggs. If you feel like putting your binoculars 
away for a while, Costa Rica has a world beating 
array of adventure sports on offer, from ziplining 
to canyoning and everything in between. 
Surf breaks are scattered along the shore 
and beautiful beaches are everywhere, too.

C osta Rica is one of the best places 
on the planet for whale watching, as 
its tropical waters provide a balmy 

playground for whales for much of the year. 
Two to three months after the Californian 
humpbacks have returned north for their 
summer, the Antarctic humpbacks arrive in 
Costa Rica in much larger numbers. They have 
travelled all the way north to Costa Rica’s Pacific 
coast to breed, and linger in the warm coastal 
waters from July until October, providing ample 
viewing opportunities. Humpbacks are the most 
entertaining whales to observe in the wild as 
they are very playful and seem to take great 
joy in their acrobatics, fin slapping, breaching, 

Whale watching in 
Costa Rica

J U LY

Plan your trip

Humpback whale

Plenty of wildlife

Lush greenery

Shoulder season (still a great time to travel but with 
slightly fewer tourists and better prices) 

Around 32°C in Uvita 

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/ecole-travel-local-costa-rica


Flowers in 
Namaqualand, 
South Africa
The blooming of the flowers moves slowly 
southwards throughout August.

August



on overcast days and rotates with the sun. It’s 
worth visiting on a bright day as the brilliant 
display of flowers is very much sun dependent.

South Africa is the perfect destination for a 
really varied trip. Enjoy the many charms of 
Cape Town, with its dramatic location, historic 
neighbourhoods and vivacious character, or 
delve into the fabled Kruger National Park and 
its surrounding reserves for a safari adventure 
to remember. Perhaps you are seeking activities 
to get you out into all that spectacular coastal 
scenery, in which case the Garden Route 
with its wild coastline and outdoor action will 
appeal. Indulge your senses with a tour of the 
Cape Winelands, where quaint Cape Dutch 
architecture combines with great gastronomic 
pleasures to make this a must-visit destination. 
With all this to offer and plenty more besides, 
South Africa is an adventure waiting to happen.

I magine a dry, dusty and lifeless terrain of 
undulating sandy wilderness that receives 
a pitiful amount of rainfall every year. Now 

imagine the miraculous transformation of this 
landscape into a carpet of  vivid colour every 
August following the winter rains. It’s nothing 
short of astonishing to see swathes of bright 
flowers bloom in their millions across the whole 
region, an event that happens so rapidly it 
seems like the desert has come alive overnight. 
It’s a true wonder of nature to witness the 
orange, red, purple, white and yellow petals 
unfurling in the morning sun, ready to attract 
the insects on which they rely for pollination. 
There are more than 3,000 species of flowers 
present, half of which are only found here, such 
as the Namaqua daisy. Known for its sun-
worshiping nature, the daisy doesn’t bloom 

Flowers in 
Namaqualand, 
South Africa

A U G U S T

Plan your trip

Cape West Coast

Peak season (a popular time to travel to South 
Africa)

20°C average

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/tailor-made-safaris-cape-to-kalahari


Moon Festival, 
China
13th September 2019

September



festivities and have become synonymous with 
the Mid-Autumn Festival, appearing in lavish 
displays in cities everywhere, often in parks 
or around lakes. In Hangzhou, West Lake’s 
‘Three Pools Mirroring the Moon’ is one of the 
best places to see the spectacular lights, with 
hundreds of lanterns and candles lighting 
up the pagodas and reflecting in the lake.

September is a great time to tour China - 
it’s one of the best months climate-wise as 
well as coinciding with the Moon Festival 
celebrations. Discover the imperial grandeur 
of Beijing’s palaces, hike a section of the 
Great Wall, drift past the splendour of the 
karst landscapes around Yangshuo, or marvel 
at the 2,000 year old terracotta army. China 
boasts a fascinating mix of cultural and 
natural attractions, all waiting to be explored.

A lso known as the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, the Moon Festival falls on 
the 15th day of the eighth lunar 

month, which is simultaneous with a full moon. 
Originally the festival took place to mark the 
end of the harvest, but today it is more of a 
family event. Relatives throughout the nation 
will gather together to view the full moon 
together, celebrate and eat pomelo fruits and 
moon cakes - round pastries traditionally filled 
with bean paste. Often, families will share a 
meal of red-hued food like salmon, as red is 
associated with good luck. In towns and cities 
all over China, dragon and lion dances take 
place; spectacular events which showcase 
some of the most exciting traditions with flair. 
Lanterns are a more modern addition to the 

Moon Festival,
China

S E PT E M B E R

Plan your trip

Red Chinese Lanterns

High season (a popular time to go to China)

Warm and dry

25°C to 30°C

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/easy-tour-china-eastern-china


Tissa Horse 
Festival in 
Morocco
2019 dates TBC - usually early October

October



when surrounded by horses and riders in the 
finest Arab and Berber tradition, decked out 
in beautiful textiles and among the trappings 
of Moroccan social celebrations, particularly 
the ‘Moroccan whisky’ - sweet mint tea.

Morocco is a country rich with cultural 
experiences and enthralling destinations 
to fill out your itinerary, from the beachside 
calm of historic and picturesque Essaouira 
to the kasbahs of the desert valleys and the 
densely packed and overwhelming souks of 
Fes and Marrakech. Don’t miss a chance to get 
up into the Atlas Mountains to experience the 
beauty of the landscape and the warmth of 
the Berber people, or better still to hike among 
the valleys and peaks. Fes and Marrakech are 
the two standout cities with their labyrinthine 
old quarters packed with elegant fondouks, 
madrassas and richly decorated mosques.

T he horse fair comes to Tissa around the 
beginning of October every year, but 
precise dates are not announced until 

a few weeks beforehand. If you are in the area, 
keep an ear to the ground for the announcement 
because it is certainly a spectacle worth 
waiting for. A sea of tents are erected for the 
event, each decked out in ornate kilim rugs and 
tapestries, low cushions inviting you to linger 
and relax. But there is too much action to relax 
for long, as the local population converge on 
Tissa in their finest traditional attire to admire 
the horses, the horsemanship and perhaps 
participate in the stampedes, competitions 
and races that characterise the festival. 
It’s an occasion which is very popular with 
Moroccans and part of the appeal of attending 
is the cultural immersion you will experience 

Tissa Horse Festival in Morocco
O C TO B E R

Plan your trip

Essaoulra

High season (pleasant temperatures make this a 
popular time to travel)

Mid 20°C’s

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/m-trek-and-tour-moroccos-imperial-cities


Climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro, 
Tanzania

November



place in 1861, but despite several subsequent 
attempts it wasn’t summited until 1889, 
making 2019 the 130th anniversary of the 
first successful expedition. Today, there are 
several routes to reach the peak, some more 
popular than others. You will need a minimum 
of five days to reach the top and return, but 
it can take longer. One of the founders of our 
Tanzanian partner company grew up in the 
foothills of Kilimanjaro and uses this expertise 
to plan the best walking trips to the summit.

And of course, your attempt on Kilimanjaro 
can be combined with some of the other 
highlights of Tanzania, such as the legendary 
Serengeti National Park, home to the Great 
Migration, or safaris in one of the many 
iconic parks and reserves in Tanzania. If 
you feel the pull of the beach, Zanzibar is 
the answer - with its dreamy sands and 
historic towns, it is a true island escape...

M ount Kilimanjaro is a huge dormant 
stratovolcano in eastern Africa 
located in Tanzanian territory 

near the border with Kenya in the northeast 
of the country. It is Africa’s tallest peak at 
5,895 metres above sea level, and one of the 
highest mountains in the world in terms of its 
prominence, towering almost 5,000 metres 
above the surrounding landscape. It is also 
the highest freestanding mountain on earth, 
and is quite a sight looming large on the 
horizon piercing the clouds and permanently 
topped with snow even though it sits in the 
equatorial region. The earliest attempts to 
reach the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro took 

Climb Mount 
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania

N OV E M B E R

Plan your trip

Mr Kilimanjaro summit

Brilliant wildlife

Shoulder season (still a great time to travel but with 
slightly fewer tourists and better prices) 

Start of rainy season

1°C average

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Next month

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/african-scenic-safaris-lemosho-route


Luang 
Prabang Film 
Festival
7th - 12th December 2018, similar dates TBC 2019

December



or Muslim voices in cinema are the perfect 
forum for filmmakers and those wishing to get 
involved in the industry to learn more about 
their art. The Luang Prabang Film Festival 
is gaining ground every year in terms of its 
reputation and attendance, and is making a 
real impact on cinema in the ASEAN nations. 

December is also the perfect month for a 
comprehensive exploration of Laos. The 
plentiful distractions of Luang Prabang could 
keep you busy for several days of happy 
wandering between temples, markets and 
streets of traditional shophouses, not to 
mention the waterfalls and caves that make 
great day trips. Take a Mekong slow boat to 
get a feel for the rural character of this petite 
nation, or disperse pent up adrenaline with 
a few days of daring adventure sports at 
Vang Vieng. Explore the mysterious Plain of 
Jars, the temple complex of Wat Phou, or the 
delightful view of the Mekong at Vientiane.

A long history as the cultural hub of 
Laos makes the alluring town of 
Luang Prabang the perfect venue for 

the nation’s first film festival. Every December 
since 2010 the festival has unfolded in public 
spaces throughout the town, where locals, 
tourists and those connected to the film 
industry in Southeast Asia all gather to enjoy 
the best films from the ASEAN region countries. 
The festival was founded with the aim of 
nurturing a film industry in Laos and celebrating 
films from the wider region, and alongside 
screenings of the curated list of ASEAN origin 
films, there are various panels, workshops 
and networking opportunities. Discussions 
chaired by professionals from the industry 
around such topics as documentary making 

Luang Prabang
Film Festival

D E C E M B E R

Plan your trip

Dry conditions

High season (a popular time to travel to Laos)

25°C to 30°C

C L I M AT E  AT  A  G L A N C E

Boat tour at Mekong river

https://www.travellocal.com/itinerary/laos-mood-classic-cultural-tour


We have over 40 destinations worldwide 
to fuel your holiday dreams

Discover our destinations

“Totally wonderful Transcaucasian tour - so good 
we’re already talking of doing it again.”

Lesley & Julian, Australia
Visited Georgia & Armenia in June 2018

“Fantastic trip to Costa Rica. TravelLocal planned the 
perfect trip for us - even better than we had imagined”

Liz, England
Visited Costa Rica in September 2018

Some of the flights and flight-inclusive holidays on this website are financially protected by the ATOL scheme. But ATOL protection does not apply to all holiday and 
travel services listed on this website. Please ask us to confirm what protection may apply to your booking. If you do not receive an ATOL Certificate then the booking 
will not be ATOL protected. If you do receive an ATOL Certificate but all the parts of your trip are not listed on it, those parts will not be ATOL protected. Please see our 
booking conditions for information, or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate
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